
ITEM NO.66               COURT NO.1               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

 SMW (Crl) No(s).  2/2024

IN RE: ALLEGED RAPE AND MURDER INCIDENT OF A TRAINEE DOCTOR
IN R.G. KAR MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, KOLKATA 
AND RELATED ISSUES

 
Date : 20-08-2024 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE J.B. PARDIWALA
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE MANOJ MISRA

For Petitioner(s)
                     By Courts Motion
                   
For Respondent(s) Mr. Tushar Mehta, SG
UOI Mr. Madhav Sinhal, Adv.

Mr. Arkaj Kumar, Adv.
Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, Adv.
Mr. M.K. Maroria, AOR

State of WB Mr. Kapil Sibal, Sr. Adv.
Dr. Menaka Guruswamy, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Sanjay Basu, Adv.
Ms. Astha Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Srisatya Mohanty, Adv.
Mr. Nipun Saxena, Adv.
Ms. Anju Thomas, Adv.
Ms. Aparajita Jamwal, Adv.
Mr. Sanjeev Kaushik, Adv.
Ms. Mantika Haryani, Adv.
Mr. Shreyas Awasthi, Adv.
Mr. Utkarsh Pratap, Adv.
Ms. Pratibha Yadav, Adv.
Ms. Lihzu Shiney Konyak, Adv.
Ms. Ripul Swati Kumari, Adv.
Mr. Lavkesh Bhambhani, Adv.
Ms. Arunima Das, Adv.
Mr. Devadipta Das, Adv.
Mr. Archit Adlakha, Adv.
Mr. Aditya Raj Pandey, Adv.
Mehreen Garg, Adv.
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IMA Mr. Maninder Singh, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Prabhas Bajaj, Adv.
Mr. Rishav Rai, Adv.
Mr. Rithvik Mathur, Adv.

Intervenors
Ms Aparajita Singh, Sr. Adv.
Ms. Vrinda Bhandari, AOR
Ms. Pragya Barsaiyan, Adv.
Ms. Anandita Rana, Adv.
Ms. Vanshita Gupta, Adv.
Mr. Madhav Aggarwal, Adv.
Ms. Sayantani Basak, Adv.

Mr. Vijay Hansaria, Sr. Adv.
Ms. Sneha Kalita, AOR
Ms. Kavya Jhawar, Adv.
Ms. Nandini Rai, Adv.

Mr. Sanjay Hegde, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Omana Kuttan KK, Adv.
Ms. Rambha Singh, Adv.
Mr. Akhilesh Kr Mishra, Adv.

Ms. Karuna Nundy, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Satayam Singh, Adv.
Mr. Sanjeev Gupta, Adv.
Mr. Thomas Oommen, AOR
Mr. Rajiv Ranjan, Adv.
Mudrika Tomar, Adv.
Mr. Amit Kumar Sharma, Adv.
Tusharika Sharma, Adv.
Sheetal Rajput, Adv.

Mr. Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Samim Ahmed, Adv.
Supratik Sarkar, Adv.
Mr. Arnab Sinha, Adv.
Mr. Bikram Banerjee, Adv.
Mr. Imtiaz Ahmed, Adv.
Mr. Sudipto Dasgupta, Adv.
Mr. R.M. Patnaik, AOR
Mr. Arvind, Adv.

Ms. Shashi Kiran, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Rohit Pandey, Adv.
Mr. Ujjawal Gaur, Adv.
Ms.Munisha, Adv.
Ms. Astha Srivastava, Adv.
Mr. Amit Mishra, Adv.
Ms. Sangeeta Bhalla, Adv.
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Mr. Raghenth Basant, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Ravi Raghunath, AOR
Ms. Kaushitaki Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Mahesh Jethmalani, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Shoumendu Mukherji, AOR

Ms. Mohini Priya, Adv.
Mr. Jamshed Mistry, Adv.
Mr. Sunil Khattri, Adv.

Mr. Firdous Samin, Adv.
Gopa Biswas, Adv.

Ms. Jhuma Sen, Adv.
Mr. Anirudh Sanganeria, Aor

Mr. Phiroze Edulje, Adv.
Mr. Anjan Datta, Adv.
Ms. Ishitta Srivastava, Adv.
Mr. Vishal Arun Mishra, AOR
Ms. Sumon Pathak, Adv.
Mr. V.J. Pushpakumar, Adv.
Mr. Ibrahim Ahmed, Adv.
Mr. Adarsh Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Vishal Tiwari, Adv.

                    

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                              O R D E R

1 In terms of the reportable order, the Central Bureau of Investigation shall submit

a  status  report  to  this  Court  by  22  August  2024  on  the  progress  in  the

investigation of the crime at RG Kar Medical College Hospital. The State of West

Bengal shall also file a status report by 22 August 2024 on the progress of the

investigation on the acts of vandalism which took place at the Hospital in the

aftermath of the incident. 
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2 We  expect  that  the  Government  of  West  Bengal  shall  observe  necessary

restraint  in  the  face  of  peaceful  protests  conducted  by  any  quarter  of  civil

society  bearing on the issue which forms the subject  matter  of  the incident

which took place at Kolkata.  It shall be ensured that the power of the State is

not unleashed on peaceful protesters.

3 This Court is seized of matters relating to the safety and well-being of all medical

professionals at their work places. We would request all  the doctors who are

abstaining from work across the country to resume work at the earliest.  The

abstention of doctors  from work affects those segments of society who need

medical  care particularly  at  public health facilities the most.   The abstaining

doctors and medical professionals may stand assured that their concerns are

receiving the highest concern from the Supreme Court of India.  This is an issue

of high national priority.  Their concerns are being set forth before this Court by

diverse range of counsel on both sides.

4 On the midnight of 15 August 2024, when acts of vandalism of the premises of R

G Kar Medical College and Hospital took place, a mob of persons is alleged to

have systematically attacked male and female doctors, emergency hospital staff

and hostels.  

5 Ms Aparajita Singh, senior counsel  appearing on behalf  of  an organization of

doctors  from  West  Bengal,  has  placed  on  the  record  a  copy  of  an  email

addressed on  19  August  2024  by  a  senior  resident  at  the  R  G  Kar  Medical

College and Hospital setting out the details of the incident which took place.  

6 The Court  has been apprised of  the fact  that  there were approximately  700

resident doctors  at the R G Kar Medical  College and Hospital.   Following the

incident which took place between 14 and 15 August 2024, most of the resident
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doctors have left their places of duty in fact, as a consequence of which only

about 30 to 40 female doctors and 60 to 70 male doctors have remained in the

hostels.  

7 It  is  essential  to  create  safe  conditions  for  the  interns,  residents  and senior

residents to return to their duties so as to enable them to not only pursue their

education, but to administer medical care to their patients.  The Court has been

assured  by  Mr  Tushar  Mehta,  Solicitor  General,  that  the  Central  Industrial

Security  Force/Central  Reserve  Police  Force  shall  be  deputed  in  sufficient

numbers  at  the  R  G  Kar  Medical  College,  including  the  hostels  where  the

resident doctors are staying to ensure their safety.

8 Mr Kapil Sibal, senior counsel appearing on behalf of the State of West Bengal,

states that there is no objection to the above course of action being adopted so

as to bring security within the precincts of the Hospital.

9 With the provision of central security at the Hospital, we hope and trust that the

doctors will resume duty at the earliest.  Any concerns which they may have in

regard to their  safety may be placed in  the form of  an email  jointly  by the

doctors to the Registrar (Judicial) of this Court for further directions.

10 List the proceedings on 22 August 2024 on the top of the board.

  (SANJAY KUMAR-I)                (POOJA SHARMA)
 ADDITIONAL REGISTRAR                COURT MASTER  
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