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Record CapEx of ₹2.93 Lakh Crore for Indian
Railways; High Speed Connectivity,

Strengthening Freight & Safety Prime Focus of
Spend

Seven New High-Speed Corridors Across India Will Bring Top
Indian Cities Closer; South High-Speed Diamond to Benefit
Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

& Puducherry

High-Speed Rail Corridors Spanning about 4,000 Kilometres
Expected To Attract Around ₹16 Lakh Crore Investment:

Ashwini Vaishnaw

2052 Km Long New Dedicated Freight Corridor Announced
Between Dankuni (WB) and Surat to Strengthen East–West

Trade

With Nearly ₹1.20 Lakh Crore Earmarked, Safety Remains
the Top Priority: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Designed & Developed in India Propulsion Systems being
Delivered to Top Countries Including USA, Germany, France,

Switzerland and Spain: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Posted On: 01 FEB 2026 7:51PM by PIB Delhi

Indian Railways is set to expand at a rapid pace. Backed by the substantial allocation of Rs. 2,78,000
crore in the Union Budget this year, Railways is focusing its spending on high-speed connectivity,
freight and safety.
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रेलवे के  लिए ₹2.78 लाख करोड़ का ऐतिहासिक बजट। प्रधानमंत्री @narendramodi जी
और वित्त मंत्री @nsitharaman जी का हार्दिक आभार।

इस बजट से रेलवे सुरक्षा, modernisation और यात्री सुविधा के  कार्यों को और गति मिलेगी।
pic.twitter.com/BhcrCIyDn9

— Ashwini Vaishnaw (@AshwiniVaishnaw) February 1, 2026

A record capital expenditure of ₹2,93,030 crore has been planned for Indian Railways in Union
Budget 2026–27. This is the highest-ever capex as well as allocation for Indian Railways.

Historic Capex!

A robust capital expenditure of ₹ 2,93,030 cr has been given to the Railways
to drive infrastructure-led growth and accelerate the vision of Viksit Bharat.#B
udget2026 #UnionBudget2026 #ViksitBharatBudget pic.twitter.com/W9zZdhtC

Im

— Ministry of Railways (@RailMinIndia) February 1, 2026

The allocation underscores the Government’s continued focus on strengthening railway
infrastructure, expanding capacity and enhancing passenger safety. It reflects the emphasis on
leveraging rail infrastructure as a key driver of economic growth and logistics efficiency. The
sustained investment push aims to improve freight movement, reduce logistics costs, decongest high-
density corridors and enhance passenger experience through modern trains and redeveloped stations.

As part of its long-term vision, the Government has announced the development of seven high-speed
rail corridors between cities as ‘growth connectors’ to promote environmentally sustainable passenger
transport systems. These corridors include Mumbai–Pune, Pune–Hyderabad, Hyderabad–Bengaluru,
Hyderabad–Chennai, Chennai–Bengaluru, Delhi–Varanasi and Varanasi–Siliguri. The proposed
corridors are expected to significantly reduce inter-city travel time and facilitate seamless,
multimodal movement of passengers.
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#ViksitBharatBudget:
7 High-Speed Rail Corridors as growth connectors between cities ⬇️

🚅 Mumbai to Pune
🚅 Pune to Hyderabad

🚅 Hyderabad to Bengaluru
🚅 Hyderabad to Chennai
🚅 Chennai to Bengaluru
🚅 Delhi to Varanasi

🚅 Varanasi to Siliguri pic.twitter.com/XY5PEVge1y

— Ashwini Vaishnaw (@AshwiniVaishnaw) February 1, 2026

With the announcement of the new corridors, the rail-based transportation ecosystem is expected to
undergo a paradigm shift. In South India, the Chennai–Bengaluru–Hyderabad high-speed network
will form a South High-Speed Triangle (or Diamond), connecting major economic and IT hubs.
Union Minister for Railways, Information & Broadcasting, and Electronics & Information
Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, addressing the press conference at Rail Bhawan today, said that
travel times will be significantly reduced.

7 नए हाई स्पीड कॉरिडोर अनाउंस हुए हैं, उससे देश में ट्रां सपोर्टेशन सेक्टर पूरी तरह से
ट्रां सफॉर्म हो जाएगा। चेन्नई, बेंगलुरु, हैदराबाद ये साउथ हाई स्पीड डायमंड बनेगा। 5 साउथ
इंडियन स्टेट्स कर्नाटक, तेलंगाना, आंध्र, तमिलनाडु , के रल और पुडुचेरी के  लिए एक बड़ा

वरदान साबित होगा: रेल… pic.twitter.com/ga63cQERYw

— Ministry of Railways (@RailMinIndia) February 1, 2026

Shri Vaishnaw said that Chennai–Bengaluru will take about 1 hour 13 minutes, Bengaluru–
Hyderabad around 2 hours, and Chennai–Hyderabad around 2 hours 55 minutes. This network is
expected to serve as a powerful growth multiplier for Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry, significantly boosting regional development.

In western and central India, the upcoming Mumbai–Pune high-speed corridor will reduce travel time
to around 48 minutes, effectively integrating the two major urban centres. Further connectivity from
Pune to Hyderabad in around 1 hour 55 minutes, and onward links to southern hubs, will create a
continuous high-speed spine across regions, benefiting passengers and regional economies alike.

In northern and eastern India, the Delhi–Varanasi high-speed corridor will enable travel in around 3
hours 50 minutes. Further, the high-speed rail corridor from Varanasi via Patna to Siliguri in West
Bengal will enable travel between Varanasi and Siliguri in about 2 hours and 55 minutes. This
connectivity is expected to create a new economic corridor across the belt spanning Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal, significantly boosting regional development and economic activity.

Shri Vaishnaw said that, together, the seven high-speed corridors span nearly 4,000 kilometres and
are expected to attract investments of approximately ₹16 lakh crore, positioning railways as a central
pillar of future mobility.
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In a major boost to freight movement and logistics efficiency, the Union Budget also proposes a new
Dedicated Freight Corridor connecting Dankuni in West Bengal with Surat in Gujarat, passing
through Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. This 2,052-km corridor will
integrate with the existing Western Dedicated Freight Corridor, enabling seamless movement of
goods to ports along the west coast. The Union Minister noted that the existing Eastern and Western
DFCs are already operating at near-saturation levels, handling around 400 freight trains daily,
necessitating additional corridors to meet future demand.

🛤️ A new Dedicated Freight Corridor linking Dankuni (West Bengal) to Surat
(Gujarat) to enhance seamless East-West trade and logistics efficiency.#Viksit

BharatBudget pic.twitter.com/w5AtSR7edc

— Ashwini Vaishnaw (@AshwiniVaishnaw) February 1, 2026

This East–West corridor will strengthen seamless trade flows across regions, decongest existing rail
networks and enhance the efficiency of goods transportation, thereby supporting industrial growth
and supply chains.

नए डेडिके टेड फ्रे ट कॉरिडोर का बड़ा अनाउंसमेंट हुआ है। WDFC और EDFC की बहुत
सिग्निफिकें ट प्रोग्रेस है। रोज 400 ट्रे न इन कॉरिडोर में ट्रै वल कर रही है। 2052 किमी का ईस्ट
वेस्ट फ्रे ट कॉरिडोर और 7 हाई स्पीड कॉरिडोर मिलकर रेलवे को नई एनर्जी देंगे: रेल मंत्री श्री

@AshwiniVaishnaw जी pic.twitter.com/ztEIfokxiE

— Ministry of Railways (@RailMinIndia) February 1, 2026

The Union Minister has highlighted that safety remains the top priority, with nearly ₹1.20 lakh crore
earmarked exclusively for safety-related works. The Union Minister noted that sustained investments
over the years have already yielded results, with railway accidents reduced by nearly 95 per cent. He
stated that the Government is now intensifying efforts to further strengthen safety outcomes. The
focus areas include enhanced track, locomotive, wagon and coach maintenance, rapid deployment of
the Kavach automatic train protection system, installation of CCTV cameras, upgradation of
overhead electrical (OHE) systems, station redevelopment, and improved customer care and
passenger facilities.

सेफ्टी पर बहुत बड़ा फोकस है। ₹1,20,000 करोड़ सेफ्टी पर इन्वेस्ट किया जाएगा और जो
पास्ट परफॉर्मेंस रही है, उसमें करीब 95% सेफ्टी इंप्रूवमेंट हुई है और 95% एक्सीडेंट्स

रिड्यूस हुए हैं:
रेल मंत्री श्री @AshwiniVaishnaw जी pic.twitter.com/rwwGWTFmkE

— Ministry of Railways (@RailMinIndia) February 1, 2026

The Union Minister said that propulsion systems are the most critical component of railway
technology, and that propulsion systems designed and manufactured in India are now being exported
to the top countries including USA, Switzerland, Germany, France and Spain.
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रेलवे की टेक्नोलॉजी का सबसे इंपॉर्टेंट पार्ट किसी भी ट्रे न का प्रोपल्शन सिस्टम होता है। आज
भारत में डिजाइन, भारत में बना हुआ प्रोपल्शन स्विट्जरलैंड, जर्मनी, फ्रांस, स्पेन, अमेरिका में
एक्सपोर्ट हो रहा है: रेल मंत्री श्री @AshwiniVaishnaw जी pic.twitter.com/e2WVyGDYf

P

— Ministry of Railways (@RailMinIndia) February 1, 2026

The Union Minister also highlighted record achievements in infrastructure creation, including
construction of 35,000 km of new tracks, 47,000 km of electrification, and electrification coverage
exceeding 99.5 per cent of the broad-gauge network. He said manufacturing of Vande Bharat sleeper
and chair car trains, Amrit Bharat and Namo Bharat trains, along with record induction of wagons, is
progressing at an unprecedented pace.

Emphasising sustainability, Shri Vaishnaw stated that rail transport is nearly 95 per cent less polluting
than road transport, aligning closely with the Government’s environmental and climate commitments
and reflecting the Prime Minister’s vision of railways as a green mode of mass transport.

The record allocation reinforces the role of Indian Railways as a backbone of national development,
economic growth and inclusive connectivity. With the initiatives outlined in Union Budget 2026–27,
Indian Railways is poised to play a decisive role in nation-building by delivering faster connectivity,
efficient logistics and resilient infrastructure in line with the vision of Viksit Bharat.

Union Budget 2026-27Union Budget 2026-27

*****

Dharmendra Tewari/ Dr. Nayan Solanki/ Ritu Raj/ Manik Sharma
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