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WEST BENGAL THREE - TIER PANCHAYAT ELECTION 2023 

VIOLENCE 

Synopsis/Summary: 

Elections in West Bengal have been invariably accompanied by violence, to 

the point where the loss of lives has become a constant with every electoral 

exercise. The Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamta Banerjee and her 

TMC party and their alliance with criminal hooligans, biased administration, 

and colluding police created a conspiracy to ensure the victory of TMC. The 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India and the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court were 

compelled to make remarks in respect of the election jumble. Rural Bengal is 

now highly terror-driven, primarily instigated by the Trinamool Congress local 

goons and supported & buttressed by a complicit West Bengal Police. 

The day the 3-tier poll was announced, open threats and intimidations were 

hurled to impede prospective BJP candidates. 

➢ The ruling party i.e., Trinamool Congress forcibly stopped non-TMC 

candidates especially BJP candidates in filing nominations. 

➢ If candidates succeeded in filing nomination, they were 

threatened/compelled to withdraw the nomination. 

➢ If the candidates did not withdraw then an open threat was issued 

saying that no campaigning should be done by those candidates. If they 

campaigned the children and women at their homes would be abducted 

and their houses would be attacked/ransacked and it was apparent in 

many places that such an attack actually happened. 

➢ During the election, the candidate supported by the opposition party, 

especially BJP were attacked and a situation of fear was created for 

them. 

➢ Many BJP supporters were killed or brutally injured on the morning of 

polling day itself to scare the voters. 

➢ Furthermore, those who voted for a BJP-supported candidate were 

attacked, their houses were damaged and were physically assaulted. 



➢ In spite of all this if any candidate showed courage, got support, and 

was able to win the election, then the competent authority did not 

provide him the victory certificate and in many cases, it was seen that 

if they got the victory certificate, they were forced to join TMC as a 

precondition for the issuance of such certificate. 

➢ The TMC government has tried all illegal means to win the election and 

by such an act, they have stifled the entire spirit and meaning of 

constitutional principle. 

➢ TMC’s act during elections is actually anathema to a democratic nation, 

which does not have the right to continue in the constitutional seat. 

➢ Many family members of the BJP candidates were kidnapped only so 

that they cannot support him in the campaigning. They were forced to 

vote for the TMC candidate. 

➢ The Complaints of non-TMC candidates were not taken/registered, 

rather they were threatened to compromise. 

➢ During the course of the visit, many women met and begged 

Committee members to save them as they are threatened by “TMC 

workers” that a “new khela” will take place. 

➢ There was no effective monitoring as whenever a tense situation 

erupted, BDO and the officers in charge were either found missing or 

unresponsive in order to facilitate mayhem by the TMC candidates and 

their goons. 

➢ In the 3-tier panchayat elections, there was rampant abuse of state 

power and repeated contempt of the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court and 

confirmed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. 

➢ In the course of our visit, we repeatedly heard complaints that list 

of sensitive booths were not made available to central paramilitary 

forces deployed as per order of Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta in 

spite of demand and no state administration permitted their 

adequate and appropriate deployment. 

➢ More than 50 people have lost their life till date in the electoral 

violence. 



➢ The Fact-Finding Committee suggests that all the cases should be 

investigated by CBI under the monitoring of the Hon’ble Calcutta 

High Court. Also, all the bomb blast cases need to be referred to 

NIA for investigation. 

 

Background 

Panchayat institutions are regarded as the first ladder in Indian governance 

and have a vital place in it. In the Indian Constitution of part IX and under 

Article 243 to 243 O, important provisions are mentioned for the conduct of 

election. Article 243 K (1) of the Constitution of India states that: 

(1) The superintendence, direction, and control of the preparation of electoral 

rolls for, and the conduct of, all elections to the Panchayats shall be vested in a 

State Election Commission consisting of a State Election Commissioner to be 

appointed by the Governor. 

The constitution provides for an establishment of a state election commission 

and state election commissioner to ensure free and fair elections and they are 

required to uphold the constitutional sanctity of the election process. The 

term of a Panchayat representative is five years and fresh elections are to be 

held before the said duration. The inclusion of such vast constitutional 

provisions for Gram Panchayat Bodies is a sign of a pivotal role in Indian 

Governance. Rural Development Fund released by the Central Government is 

executed by the Gram Panchayat hand for development. 

The past record of elections in West Bengal has been quite disturbing. 

Rendered hopeless with the total absence of rule of law where the state 

election commission and police authorities are hand in glove with the 

goons/hooligans of the ruling party “Trinamool Congress”, people knocked on 

the door of the temple of justice. Resultantly, several PILs were filed before 

the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court seeking appropriate directions for “free and 

fair elections” in the State of West Bengal and also for the deployment of 

Central Paramilitary forces. The Hon’ble Supreme Court and Hon’ble Calcutta 

High Court passed several orders, and judgments and issued guidelines to 



ensure that free and fair elections are carried out in the State. However, due 

to Mamta Banerjee’s government, the attempt by the Hon’ble Supreme Court 

and Hon’ble High Court to conduct a free and fair election was frustrated. 

Mamta Banerjee has committed contempt of democracy, contempt for the 

people of West Bengal and the Hon’ble Supreme Court and Hon’ble Calcutta 

High Court. 

Despite the constitutional importance of Gram Panchayat and the 

Constitutional accountability of the State Election Commission, this Three-

Tier Panchayat Election witnessed massive violence. More than 50 people 

have lost their life till date in the electoral violence. The collusion of the State 

Election Commission, Administration, and of West Bengal Police, election 

conspiracy and massive violent news are published and voice raised by the 

critics vastly in the state as well as on the national level. There was 

widespread violence in the Panchayat election that witnessed spray of bombs, 

terror to voters, and debasement of democracy on polling day which became 

a matter of public notice both at state and national level. 

The state of West Bengal has had a long history of fierce political rivalries 

where party cadres are often mobilised for violent clashes. Elections in Bengal 

have been invariably accompanied by violence, to the point where the loss of 

lives has become a constant with every electoral exercise. 

The extent of violence in the West Bengal Panchayat elections, though 

numbing, was not totally unexpected. The current West Bengal Panchayat 

elections were conducted on 08.07.2023 for around 75,000 Panchayat seats. 

As seen in the past, elections in West Bengal could not take place without 

violence. Violence the and electoral process go hand in hand in the State of 

West Bengal. Instead of “rule of law”, the State of West Bengal has “Law of the 

ruler”.  

Even this year, from the very beginning the entire electoral process for the 

Panchayat Polls in the State of West Bengal was marred with irregularities. 

From haphazard issuance of Election Notification to impossibly short 



deadlines for filing of nominations, the attitude of the State Election 

Commission has been questionable from the inception of the process. 

The Ruling party i.e. Trinamool Congress which controls the state machinery 

tried its level best to thwart the Opposition by resorting to violence. Infighting 

in the ruling Trinamool Congress has also been a major contributor to the 

violence.  There are several structural reasons that make grassroots politics 

highly competitive and violent in the state of West Bengal.  

Several reports including the report of the NHRC, and even judicial committee 

reports have underscored the widespread menace of violence during and after 

elections in the State of West Bengal. Despite judicial notice of the 2021 post-

poll violence in the State of West Bengal following the State Assembly 

Elections; till date, the State of West Bengal and West Bengal State Election 

Commission has not taken any ameliorative step to imbibe confidence and 

trust in the electorates of their own safety. In fact, reports of violence and 

lawlessness have now become routine even in their panchayat elections as 

well where electorates are being threatened, candidates are being beaten up 

in public, and not being allowed to file their nominations. 

Candidates were stopped from filing their nominations, given death threats, 

and threatened that the women of their households will be brutally ravished 

by hooligans of the ruling party. Whoever tried to step out of home exhibiting 

the slightest of courage to file nominations was mercilessly beaten. Goons of 

the ruling party threatened members of Opposition parties preventing them 

from contesting elections, campaigning for elections or promoting themselves 

in any manner whatsoever; otherwise, they would face dire consequences. Any 

aggrieved candidate’s attempt to seek the slightest of lawful intervention from 

the local police remained consistently unsuccessful inasmuch as instead of 

taking cognizance/action as per law, the local police would brush them aside 

asking them not to contest the election. On several instances, such aggrieved 

candidates were unabashedly told by the Police that their woes and troubles 

were the obvious outcome of not supporting “Didi” (Trinamool Congress). Even 

the statutory functionaries including the state election commission were no 



different in their treatment either. The list of sensitive booths was not given 

by SEC. 

 

Constitution of the Fact-Finding Committee  

Many complaints were forwarded to BJP Headquarters. Seeing the sensitive 

situation in West Bengal, Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda Ji, National President of 

BJP constituted a Fact-Finding Committee of five members wherein Shri Ravi 

Shankar Prasad, Member of Parliament LS and Former Union Minister was 

appointed as Convenor of the Fact-Finding Committee. 

Constituted members of the Fact-Finding Committee are as follows: 

1. Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, MP, LS, and Former Union Minister. 

2. Dr. Satya Pal Singh, MP, LS and Former Union Minister and Ex. Police 

Commissioner Mumbai. 

3. Mrs. Rekha Verma, MP, LS and National Vice President, BJP. 

4. Shri Brij Lal, MP, RS, and Former DG Uttar Pradesh Police. 

5. Dr. Rajdeep Roy, MP, LS. 

 

Experiences of the Fact-Finding Committee 

The Committee along with state BJP workers visited several places in West 

Bengal including Hingalgung, Swaroopkathi in North 24 Parganas district, 

Basanti in South 24 Parganas district, and Coochbehar district on 12th July, 

13th, and 14th July 2023, which saw more violence. The team also visited 

homes and listened to those affected by the brutal violence of TMC workers 

and their supporters. 

State Election Commission issued notification for the conduction of the 

Panchayat Election of West Bengal on 8th June 2023 and 15th June 2023 was 

given and the last date for filing nominations was inadequate and 

unreasonable. Later, Hon’ble Calcutta High Court also noted this fact and 

directed State Election Commission to give some reasonable time and extend 



the time for filing nominations. The voting of Panchayat elections took place 

on 9th July 2023 and results were declared on 11th July 2023. During the 

visit, the Committee interacted with the aggrieved people and victims and 

received several grievances/complaints which were common in nature. The 

committee observed a pattern that was observed uniformly throughout the 

visit. Some of the Complaints received by the Committee are as follows: 

➢ The ruling party i.e. Trinamool Congress forcibly stopped non-TMC 

candidates especially BJP candidates in filing nominations. 

➢ If candidates succeeded in filing nomination, they were 

threatened/compelled to withdraw the nomination. 

➢ If the candidates did not withdraw then an open threat was issued 

saying that no campaigning should be done by those candidates. If 

they campaigned the children and women at their homes would be 

abducted and their houses would be attacked/ransacked and it was 

apparent in many places that such an attack actually happened. 

➢ During the election, the candidate supported by the opposition 

party, especially BJP were attacked and a situation of fear was 

created for them. 

➢ Many BJP supporters were killed or physically injured in the 

morning of polling day itself to scare the voters. 

➢ Furthermore, those who voted for a BJP-supported candidate were 

attacked, their houses were damaged and were physically assaulted. 

➢ In spite of all this if any candidate showed courage, got support and 

was able to win the election, then the competent authority did not 

provide him the victory certificate and in many cases, it was seen 

that if they got the victory certificate, they were forced to join TMC 

as a precondition for issuance of such certificate. 

➢ A complaint has been registered by Jharna Ray, BJP candidate at 

Block 196 at the Panchla P.S. against the horrific act of the TMC 

leaders who had forced her to parade naked on the streets. They had 

touched her inappropriately. Only, on the intervention of the locals, 

they put clothes on her and this act was stopped. No action has been 



taken in this regard. What was shocking that, DGP West Bengal 

clearly gave clean chit and safeguarded the culprits by stating that 

there is no evidence of woman being stripped at Panchla. 

➢ TMC goons namely Arun Thakur & Shuvankar Malik molested one 

Mina Jana, a BJP candidate from Makardah -1 GP, Part No. 133 

(booth no. 206, sangsad 2) at Azad Hind Fouz Counting Hall at 

Domjur, Howrah. A FIR bearing FIR no. 507/23 was registered at 

Domjur P.S. 

➢ There was a rain of crude bombs all over West Bengal, which was 

available as a tradable commodity. This fact was also substantiated 

by some news channels during the sting operation. 

The above-mentioned findings are based upon the complaints raised by those 

who had experienced violence perpetrated by TMC during the elections. All of 

these were noticed and heard by us in the course of our visit. To the dismay 

of the committee, it was noticed that during the field visit, some certificates 

were given hurriedly in a haphazard manner, which was evident from the fact 

that some of those certificates were not even stamped.  

 

Biased role of the State Election Commission and its 

administration during the course of the Panchayat Elections 

State election commission and State election commissioner, shockingly failed 

in maintaining the constitutional sanctity of a free and fair election, thereby 

compromising its integrity and neutrality. Rather, they were accomplices in 

the violence led victory of TMC. The rank partisan role of SEC is evident from 

the following aspect: 

➢ The Complaints of non-TMC candidates were not taken/registered, 

rather they were threatened to compromise. 

➢ There was no effective monitoring as whenever tense situation erupted, 

BDO and officers in charge either found missing or unresponsive in 

order to facilitate mayhem by the TMC candidates and their goons. 



➢ All BDOs during the election process comes under the charge of SEC. 

However, there was no transfer/punishment that was imposed on the 

erring officers. 

➢ The local government, the BDO, DM and Police personnel become 

facilitators in committing violence and created an environment of fear. 

However, the committee also acknowledges certain notable exceptions. 

 

Judiciary’s intervention to ensure free and fair elections 

The Committee observed repeated and deliberate defiance and contempt of 

the Court orders that are part of the Judicial records. 

➢ The Hon’ble Calcutta High Court vide order dated 13th June 2023 in 

PIL WPA (P) 287 of 2023 titled ‘Suvendu Adhikari & Anr. Vs The West 

Bengal State Election Commission & Ors.’ and connected matters 

directed  

“State election Commission to review the assessment plan submitted by 

state and wherever there is inadequacy of the state police force in all 

such areas also the State election commission shall requisition the 

deployment of para military forces. The requisition shall be done 

forthwith by the State Election Commission and on recipt of the same, the 

appropriate authority of the central government shall deploy the required 

strength without loss of time. 

Also to ensure safety and security of the lives of the polling personnel 

and polling officers and in the event of any complaint being brought to 

the notice of the Commission, swift action to be taken and the persons 

who are indulging in violence should be severely dealt with. This 

direction be complied with in letter and spirit without giving any room for 

laxity.” 

 

➢ In another PIL matter viz. W.P.A. (P) 301 of 2023 titled as Suvendu 

Adhikari & Anr. Vs. State of West Bengal & Ors., vide order dated 

15.06.2023 the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court ordered  



“this writ petition is disposed of by directing the State Election 

Commission to requisition the deployment of Central Forces for all 

Districts in the State of West Bengal and this direction shall be complied 

with by the State Election Commission within 48 hours from the date of 

receipt of the server copy of this order. On receipt of the requisition the 

appropriate authority of the central government shall deploy the required 

number of Central Forces and the cost to be borne by the Central 

Government and no part of it to be charged to the Government of West 

Bengal. The State Election Commission shall issue a circular that all 

officers who have been assigned for election duty shall display their 

identity cards prominently and whenever any of the observers or any 

authority calls upon to prove their identity, they should readily and 

immediately produce their identity card and establish their identity.” 

The real intentions of the State Election Commission and the State 

Government became evident as they chose to assail both the above orders of 

the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court before Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. It is 

astonishing that the State Election Commission, despite being a non-partisan 

organization, came to the Hon’ble Supreme Court purportedly aggrieved by a 

benevolent direction of the Hon’ble High Court for the deployment of Central 

Forces. It is also necessary to point out that the Hon’ble High Court also 

questioned the attitude of the State Election Commission. All of this points to 

the sad but inescapable conclusion that the electorates clearly seem to have 

lost confidence in the ability and the intentions of the State Election 

Commission to conduct a non-partisan free and fair election. 

➢ The orders of the Hon’ble High Court were eventually affirmed by the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in SLP (C) No. 12294/2023 titled as 

The State of West Bengal & Ors Vs. Suvendu Adhikari & Ors (and other 

connected matters) vide Order dated 20.06.2023 in the following 

words:-  

“… the Order of the High Court would not call for any interference in these 

special leave petitions and we are also not inclined to interfere with any 



other direction issued by the High Court in this regard. And resultantly 

disposed off the Special Leave Petitions.” 

Still, the State Election Commission turned out to be so partisan that even 

after categorical directions of the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court which were 

affirmed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court, it failed to comply with those 

directions. Resultantly, a Contempt Petition bearing CPAN 831 of 2023 titled 

as Suvendu Adhikari & Anr. Vs. Sri Rajiva Sinha in WPA (P) 301 of 2023 was 

filed in the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court. The Hon’ble Calcutta High Court 

Ordered that  

“6. Therefore, we are of the view that such deployment of the Forces from 

the other States to be in place on the date of polling will not yield the 

desired result. Therefore, de hors the number of Police Forces which may 

have been requisitioned from Other states, the State Election Commission 

shall independently assess the requirement and as observed earlier the 

assessment should be honest and bearing in mind that the State Election 

Commission has a constitutional obligation to ensure Free and Fair 

election and to preserve the purity of the entire Election Process. The 

matter was again listed 23.06.2023 for further consideration”. 

➢ On 28.06.2023, The Hon’ble Calcutta High Court passed another order 

in Contempt Petition vide which, it directed State Election Commission 

that if there is any violation of the orders and directions issued by the 

Hon’ble High Court in the matter of deployment of the staff for election 

duty all those which are in violation and contrary to the directions shall 

forthwith be rectified and compliance report be called for from the 

respective District Panchayat Election Officer by State Election 

Commission. 

➢ On 04.07.2023, the Hon’ble High Court at Calcutta while hearing a 

Public Interest Litigation titled Sangrami Joutha Mancha & Anr. Vs. 

State of West Bengal, WPA (P) 336 of 2023, held that the deployment of 

the Force shall be for the entire election process which goes without 

saying that the process will conclude with the declaration of the results. 



➢ Soon, on 06.07.2023 the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court passed another 

order in Contempt Petition wherein, it held that  

“Central Forces shall continue to remain in the State of West Bengal for 

a period of ten days from the date on which the results are declared and 

in this regard the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India shall 

issue necessary orders and instructions to the State Nodal Officer, 

namely the Inspector General, BSF. All other subsidiary issues which are 

being brought to the notice of the SEC or to any of the control rooms which 

have been established throughout the State or to any of the Observers 

who have been nominated by the SEC, the same shall be taken serious 

note of and examined and appropriate steps be taken to redress all such 

genuine grievances. All that the court can hope is that the elections of the 

Panchayat to be held on 8th July, 2023 is peaceful and the Public will be 

entitled to cast their vote without any fear in their mind.”: 

The above narration shows the sorry state of affairs in the State of West 

Bengal where despite repeated directions by the highest constitutional court 

of the State, and the resultant deployment of Central paramilitary forces, 

violence could not be nipped in the bud. There was an utter failure on the 

part of the State of West Bengal and the State Election Commission to ensure 

free and fair and most importantly peaceful conduct of panchayat elections 

throughout the currency of elections, there were widespread instances of 

barbaric violence which continued even in the post-poll period.  

In another PIL viz. WPA (P) 353 of 2023 titled as Suvendu Adhikari & Anr. Vs. 

The State of West Bengal & Ors. (and connected matters), the Calcutta High 

Court vide order dated 12.07.2023 issued a slew of directions to the State 

Election Commission, chief one being  

“The State Election Commission is duty bound to preserve all records 

concerning the election including the CCTV footages and it shall be solely 

responsible for the safety and security of all records and the video 

footages. This direction shall be scrupulously adhered to.” 



The Hon’ble High Court further observed “Therefore when the court is 

seized of the matter it goes without saying that whatever has been done 

thus far, that is for the conduct of the elections and the declaration of 

Results will be subject to the ultimate orders that may be passed in these 

Writ petitions. These aspects should be made note of SEC to all the 

candidate, who have been declared elected and inform that their 

declaration of being election is subjected to further orders passed by this 

Court in these Writ petition and connected matters” 

It also directed that The State Election Commission as well as the State 

Government shall immediately collect necessary information from all such 

educational institutions where damage has occurred to the Property of the 

institutions, the same shall be immediately repaired and restored and the cost 

shall be borne by the State Government at the first instance and thereafter 

after identification of the persons involved in the damage of the furniture and 

equipment of the institutions, the amount shall be recovered from such 

persons.” 

In the course of our visit, we repeatedly heard complaints that list of 

sensitive booths were not made available to central paramilitary forces 

deployed as per order of Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta in spite of 

demand and no state administration permitted their adequate and 

appropriate deployment. 

 

Minutes of the visit of the Fact-Finding Committee 

12/07/2023: North 24 Parganas District- Swarupkathi and Hingaljung 

Assembly areas: 

➢ In booth no. 150 Mr. Viswat Mandal S/o Sushila Mandal’s house was 

attacked, destroyed, and brutally beaten, wounded by sharp knives by 

TMC workers. His wife was assaulted by TMC workers. 

➢ BJP candidate Madhumita Mondal was assaulted by TMC workers at 

booth number 147-148, His daughter -in-law Mrs Shweta who is 



pregnant was attacked and her house was destroyed. Mrs. Madhumita 

and the voters' booth were attacked and harassed. 

➢ At booth no. 125, Durga Mandir TMC workers attacked and destroyed 

CCTV cameras. A 13-year-old local boy was attacked with a sharp knife 

and was seriously injured. We met his mother and saw her pathetic 

condition. Shri Prabhas Ghosh was also attacked in the same area and 

has a deep wound on his hand. 

➢ In booth no. 179 Mr Santu Patra who works in Tamil Nadu, has come 

to his hometown for voting, his house was destroyed by TMC workers 

where TV, Furniture, and bike were also destroyed. Attackers have 

taken away the money, gold, and all expensive items. They also took 

away the memory card of the CCTV. His only fault was that he has kept 

large photo frame of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in his 

house. 

➢ The shop of Mrs. Alpana Kiran in booth number 179 was attacked and 

vandalized by TMC workers. 

13/07/2023: Basanti, South 24 Parganas District: 

➢ BJP supporter candidate Shri Mangal Sarkar was attacked by TMC 

workers. The BJP state president personally came to his house, went 

to the police station, and lodged an FIR. No action was taken by the 

West Bengal police. 

➢ Mr. Amit Laskar of booth no. 191 won the election but was not given 

a certificate of victory till 13th July 2023. 

➢ Mrs Pratima Sarkar 191 won the election but was not given a 

certificate of victory till 13th July 2023. 

➢ In the West Canning assembly, Mandal president Mr. Prashant 

Baren was attacked by a mob of 600 to 700 people (TMC party) and 

was badly beaten. All these happened in the presence of WB police, 

local MLA Mr. Paresh Ram Das. 

➢ In North Makambala assembly constituency, candidate Vaishakhi 

Sarkar could not go to her house despite winning as she received 

death threats from TMC workers.  



➢ TMC workers have occupied the house of booth president. 

➢ In booth no.s 91 to 98, candidate Shri Mitthan Mandesh has 

received death threats by TMC workers. A complaint was also lodged, 

but police took no cognizance of the same. 

➢ Candidate Nasmita Das was threatened by TMC workers. His two 

sons were kidnapped during election. 

➢ A false FIR has been lodged against BJP District vice president 

Pradeep Sarkar. Around 150 -200 TMC hooligans were roaming on 

bike in his constituency and threatening people to not vote BJP 

candidates. 

14/07/2023: Coocbehar: 

➢ We were shocked to meet Ms Kanika Barman at Hotel Royal Palace 

whose husband Jayanto Barman resident of Banjrapur, Hariharhat, 

Cooch Behar who was supporter of BJP was brutally killed by TMC 

workers. Her cry really overwhelmed us. 

➢ In booth no. 106, village – Kalumati, Bamanhat-2: Mr. Milan Barman 

was and Shri Arjun Barman was shot in leg. Shri Arjun Barman is 

undergoing treatment at Behar Mission Hospital. Committee 

members met him at Hospital. 

➢ Mr. Narayan sustained injuries on his head and chest. He is at home 

under treatment. 

➢ Shri Chandra Burman was shot in leg. Now he is at home, under 

treatment. 

➢ Residents of Bajrapur, Harihat, Boxihat, Coochbehar were brutally 

beaten to death. Committee member met their family members. 

➢ Mathabhanga Sri Biraj Sarkar, a resident of Hazrahat, was badly 

beaten up and has deep wound in his head. He has lost his memory. 

Committee members met him at Hospital. 

➢ Swapan Saha, a resident of Pochahanga, Mathabanga, was brutally 

beaten up by TMC hooligans. He suffered a deep wound in his head. 

Blood was oozing from his ear. He has been admitted to Coochbehar 

Mission Hospital. Committee members met him at Hospital. 



➢ Shri Krishna Barman was badly beaten up. There was an injury on 

the head and got blind from his right eye. He has been admitted to 

Coochbehar Mission Hospital. Committee members met him at 

Hospital. 

➢ A resident of BoothHat, booth no. 38, Falimari GP shri Madhav 

Biswas was badly beaten up and shot dead at the polling station. 

➢ Mr. Suman Biswas, a resident of Madhupur Behar, was brutally 

beaten up. He suffered a deep wound in his head. He is at home, 

under treatment. 

➢ Mr. Gautam Sarkar, a resident of Geetaldah, Dinhata, was physically 

assaulted. Now, he is at home under treatment. 

➢ The resident of Dinhata Mr. Rejol Haque was shot. 

➢ The Committee members met Late Madhab Biswas’s family members 

at home (Booth no. 38, Falimari G.P.) who was beaten and shot death 

at the polling station. We met his wife, his little son and an old 

grieving father, whose anxiety and pain was overwhelming. 

➢ Committee members met Chandra Barman’s family (Vill.- Kalmati, 

Bamanhat-II G.P. Booth No. 106) who was shot in Leg (left) at hotel 

Royal Palace. 

➢ Shri Rabindranth Barman and Mrs Radhika Barman was attacked, 

injured. Now, he is at home under treatment. 

➢ Those who were brutally beaten attacked and harassed were mostly 

SC, ST, OBC and belonging to poor families. Seeing their houses, 

committee members were surprised that how can such brutal 

violence be done to them. 

➢ During inspections at several places, many women cried and pleaded 

for security as they were not given any assurance from the West 

Bengal Police despite repeated complaints. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Present Situation of the workers and candidates 

Further, post-election the elected non-TMC candidate and open supporters 

were forced to flee from their homes and take shelter in neighbouring states 

such as Assam, Orissa, Bihar, and Jharkhand. According to responsible 

senior BJP sources, approximately 3000 BJP workers and candidates are 

taking shelter in centers run by BJP in neighbouring states. It is a matter of 

record that the Hon’ble CM of Assam informed that 133 people from North 

Bengal fled from their homes and sought shelter in the “Dhubri” district of 

Assam. 

During our visit, to one of the hospitals in cooch behar, many injured 

victims informed us that their houses were still being attacked and 

families being threatened, even after the conclusion of the election. 

While visiting villages, Committee experienced a very disturbing 

scenario in which a large group of women surrounded the committee and 

started crying with folded hands, and begged for safety & security. The 

committee could witness fear on their face and they were saying in a 

chorus that “TMC” supporters are threatening them by saying “Khela 

hobe”. 

The Committee also found a hilarious scenario, wherein it was apprised that 

given the scale of violence during the election process, the candidates and 

agents were being summoned and pressurized to sign on register to certify 

that elections were peaceful. 

The Committee also praises the sheer determination of BJP workers and 

candidates who in spite of so much of violence contested elections and fought, 

which clearly depicts that people of West Bengal have faith in them. 

 

Meeting with His Excellency, Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal 

The Committee also met his excellency, the Hon’ble Governor, and apprised 

him of the violence and other conspiracies that took place in the recent 



Panchayat elections. Committee also requested him that police action be 

taken against all complaints. 

 

Conclusion 

The democracy experienced a farce in the Panchayat election. The founding 

fathers of the Constitution who look to the lofty idol of democracy and 

decentralized local government must be aghast by the violence, molestation, 

intimidation, killings, etc. 

Indian democracy has matured over the years and the recently concluded 

Panchayat elections are a blot on the so-called “free and fair” elections. What 

is truly shocking and inhuman is the manner in which women candidates, 

family members, and supporters were targeted. In most of these cases, they 

belong to the marginalized section of society and were belonging to SC/ST 

category. Visiting the houses of these poor victims and listening to their 

emotional cries after their houses were attacked/ransacked and their present 

dilapidated condition is enough to make even the stone-hearted cry but with 

the exception to the Mamta Banerjee’s Government and Administration who 

have chosen to turn a blind eye towards the condition of people of West 

Bengal.  

Committee noticed the biased attitude of local police and administration. This 

Fact-Finding Committee suggests that all the cases should be investigated 

by CBI under the monitoring of the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court. Also, 

all the bomb blast cases need to be referred to NIA for investigation. The 

Committee is constrained to make such a recommendation because the local 

police is a facilitator in offence and no fair investigation is expected from them.    

It is indeed shocking that Bengal is decaying further and further and to 

remain in brute power at any cost, Mamta Banerjee’s govt. aided and abated 

by collusive administration and police has completely killed the essence of 

democracy. 
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