etimes seems ta be full destri

il cuses on periods when the samety is, on the’

‘and peac But while every country may have had suc

and some benevolent rulers,

corrupt or cruel rulers. We find them
 the darker chapters or periods of history,

bloodshed, etc., suddenly dominate the lan

and misery on the whole society or country.

The world over, historians have faced this dilemma: how much attention

should we draw to such darker periods? Should we omit them entirely?

Should we mention them in passing, with most atrocious detalls le

Or should we face them and analyse them so as to '

such developments pussmle an h ully, hel

history seems peopled by incom
especially in what we m calll§

when war, abuse, fanat
dscape and inflict suffe

past, pleasant or unpleasang, s
sh-apes the pr_esent,







Do you know what the Gurudwara Sis Gunj Sahib in Chandni
Chowk — the famous shopping area in Delhi — signifies? In
Sikhism, a gurudwara is a place of worship. This one marks
the site where Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru, was
beheaded by Aurangzeb in 1675. This historicC Gurdwara is
uniquely honoured by the Sikh Regiment, which has saluted it
before the President in the Republic Day parade each year since

1979. It stands as a powerful symbol of faith and sacrifice in
Indian history.
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| LET'S EXPLORE

In his last letters tatwo'_o}m E".
alone and am gomg aWay: al e

_',_-;_- the country and
€1sno h _pb.iwashelpless
: Whaf db these ‘words

the past, and the v1ct_ims of _thése atED'__'__ : _ '. S our respect .
im "orm&utc?‘keep'mmind that s

of years ago. T (ST 7 2

F RS '—___‘i_.':_: = ':}_t"_."‘:”.

'RESISTANCE TO THE MUGHALS

Let us survey some of the major rebellions that ended up eroding
' the Mughal power (keeping the special case of the Marathas for
the next chapter).
Over the centuries, many peasant communities rebelled against
harsh exploitation. One such case, in the 17 century, involves the
Jat peasantry (in present-day western Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
‘and eastern Rajasthan), who managed to kill an oppressive
icer of the Mughal administration. In a subsequent battle,
men confronted the Mughal army and fought valiantly,
i ]at leader was killed, and the rebellion suppressed.
- ils .thﬁ* Gonds, the Santhals, the

1eht back against attempts to

' l’a them Whﬂe some of

today, bear no responslbﬂifyfor acﬁ(ms oﬂ‘ilﬂividualshm
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gue that Aurangzeb’s motives were primari
Political, that is, to establish angd Strengthen his empire’
dominance; they also give exam

of protection he gave to some te
4 Partin his decisjons, Aurangzeb’s own farmans (or firmans
Le, edicts) make his Personal religious motiye clear too, |
he ordereq governors of aJj Provinces 4
schools and temples of the infidels ang put dow
hi) '.'. Zious Practices. » Temples at'"Ba“If'
=4y Varanasi), Matp, » AMONg many othep
les and sikp,
ISIble in hjg Persecution
S, and of Zoroastrians};j_
m F eIsia), £

il i

tia and Beyond | Grade B Part 1




Aurangzeb defeated him in g seri

executed him, m in a series of battl

igl:lgzeh also E;fzzzmg his severed heags tt;n ?he‘.’e“t“aﬂy
& ed his two other broth eir father.
arrested and executed, and drove the e nione
prevent further challenge to his rule, Aur::cond'mto. exile. To
ther Shah Jahan in the Agra Fort, where hgzr? ln}pnsonefi s
g A‘urangz‘eh crowned himself emperor in ;I;a;;led iy
: mself ‘Alamgir’ or ‘conqueror of the world”: he rul and named
49 years. s ed for almost

) THINK ABOUT IT

e S o e S R Ll e

years. This figure becomes 27 years in the case of Mughal

emperors up to Aurangzeb; and 16 years if we consider al

Mughal rulers, up to the end of the empire in the 19° century.

What do you make ofmesemegsi?fyéfmofm-?

5 urangzeb, skilled in military matters, conducted many

\campaigns, conquering parts of the South in particular. Under
this reign the Mughal empire reached its greatest expansion (see
ITig. 2.16), though constantly faced with significant rebellions,
'some of which we will turn to in the next section. Aurangzeb
'had to spend the last 25 years of his life fighting war after war
in the Deccan. Maintaining large armies for those campaigns
| depleted the empire’s treasury and put a great strain on the
administration; indeed, this is often considered one of key

factors in the rapid decline of Mughal power after Aurangzeb’s

| death in 1707.
Aurangzeb, who belonged to Islam’s Sunni sect, was deeply
religious; he led an austere life, and, unlike Akbar, observed all

religious rituals and occasions. He gradually banned practices
: music and dance in his

he regarded as un-Islamic, such as _ s
court, and reimposed the jizyd tax on nopf_rvi_nslims ali w ok
pilgrimage tax on Hindus travelling to ﬂleijl' sﬂﬂ'ed places

had been abolished by Akbar)-
BT ."3_|-'.I 5.'.“ i A =

| & Tapewyofﬂ-narut
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as the buildep nfy
Taj Mahal a{-
The Taj Mahal

architectural mapyy
of the world, e
period formed
peak of an immep,
flowering of g
architecture, w
included the buildj
of Humayun’s tomj
in Delhi and the Ra
Forts in Delhi ang
Agra. Other classiga
arts and music of
India also flourishe
during this periog
as also remarkable
works of calligraphy
and miniatuge
painting.

Fig. 2.19. A miniature
painting illustrating the
Persian translation af the
Ramayana and depicting
the well-known episode.
of Rama chasing the
golden deer: '




. As I grew in kr
| I was overwhelm
shame. Notbeinga
myself, it was

What constancy is
expected from pre
[i.e., converted pec
compulsion?”

His long reign las
almost 50 years (15
his death in 1605); w

final 15 years involve
fresh military campaigr
in Kashmir, Sindh, the
Deccan, and Afghanistar

and Beyond | Grade 8 Part 1

Fig. 2.17. Painting showi
AKbar in his court receivr':fg

scholars, including two
Jesuits (dressed in black).

l_zloyt'ad different strategies._;:
€ €arlier rulers of Delh reljeq
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Akbar | 3
peclared emperor at the age of 13 l.1p0n his fa_the; ul-;uma. un
accidental death, Akbar set out to bring the entiré contine

under Mughal control; his reign was a blend of brutality
tolerance, shaped by ambition and strategy- |
[n early conquests, following many Of‘ his prec?ecess_.”
t the fort Chittor (or Chittorgark

examples, he showed no mercya o
in Rajasthan), which he besieged for more th_an Ve S
the face of determined resistance from the Rajput soldiers.
inflicted heavy losses on the Mughal army, but,. the fort fina _g?_-,
breached, died fighting in large numbers, while I:._a:r
women committed jauhar (see box). Akbar ordered the -;_1.'.;'_.-.
of some 30,000 civilians, and the surviving women and child sif'-
were enslaved. Akbar was 25 at the time, and he sent a message
of victory which read, “We have succeeded in occupying @

number of forts and towns belonging to the infidels and have

established Islam there. With the help of our bloodthirsty Swo d,

we have erased the signs of infidelity from their minds and have

destroyed temples in those places and also all over Hindustan.”

Akbar followed his predecessors

What is jauhar? in this thought of his:
ading Turkic or Mughal j‘A monarch should be ever
. b texritory, they uTtent 01.1 conquest, otherwise
R o< claves or h%s enemies rise in arms against
here are historical him.* A3 hiz empitetete gty
B women 2.1E.i)., he increasingly used
Biees 10 avoid political strategies to stabilise it:
enslaved: this hF:' entered into marriage alliances
R & heroic W:’iﬂ'l princesses of neighbouring
B 5 kingdoms, ~welcomed  Rajput

- and regional leaders into his
~ court, abolished the jizya, and
promoted the

.
4
;.



Babur and India

Babur left a candid

¢Babur’s MemoirS’)aI;:‘Dil:iography of great historical value, Baburnama

| . , he [fomes out as cultured and intellectually

ation for architecture, poetry, animals (birds

e detail) and flora (fruit trees

0

.esa hrut31 and ruthless conqueror, slaughtering

ot: enslaving women and children, and taking
skulls’ made from the slaughtered people of

curious, with a keen apprecj

entire populations of citi
pride in erecting ‘towers
plundered cities.

??ur v\lr]as nos'Falgic about Central Asia and found India to be a ‘country
ev:r c arzlnls1 ; at the same time, he acknowledged, “Hindustan is a large
tountry and has masses of gold and silver. ... Through the rainy season,

the air is remarkably fine, not to be surpassed for healthiness and charm.
.. There are countless artisans and workmen of every sort in Hindustan.”

erhap.s for'the las.t reasons, especially India’s wealth, he decided to stay
and build his empire in India rather than return to Central Asia.

~/THINK ABOUT IT

" What strikes you in Babur’slmpressions of India? Discuss in
groups. o

1

After Babur’s death in 1530, his son Humayun struggled to hold
the empire together. Taking advantage of this, Sher Shah Suri, a
powerful Afghan leader, established the Sur Empire over large
parts of north India and introduced many lasting reforms; the
empire was short-lived, hoOWever, as Humayun soon reconquered

the lost ground.

Before this happened, Himu (or Hemu), a skilled military

commander and chief minister (‘wazir’) under one of the last
Suri rulers, captured Delhi and ruled it briefly under the royal
ame of Hemchandra Vikramaditya. Though enjoying some
ilitary successes, he was injured on @e"katﬂeﬁeld (the Second
Battle of Panipat) when conﬁs‘ant,gd_pyﬂu ou _';_s-g_r_a_r.}dson,_Akhar.
Captured, Himu was brought to / char, wh hadhlm beheaded_
har soon reﬂaimedingi;!i_“ : g

.\.
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I:onoc!asm=

or destruction
of icons oF
religious Images
cgnslldEl'Ed
|dolatrous.

Infidel:
Literally,
SOmenne
whio does
niat share
the faith
{of 2 glven

ere S€
abour r“f turn, affected trade n

in - i :
ut pl : Er’.]-hjs periﬂd also

we use the term ‘imageé

Why do
Y ap or con’? The !

like ‘idol
pejorative in the context
whose orthodoX sects con
4dols’ or ‘icons’. ;
India’s classical texts used words like murti, Vig
riipa, etc., to designate images, often statues, usec
in temples or homes. In English, ‘image’ is a neu Tal
some of the sultans also imposed the jizya, a 1
Muslim subjects to grant them protection and €3

discriminatory tax would be a source of economic bur

public humiliation, and formed a financial and sﬁ.
ft?r subjects to convert to Islam. At the end uf“thei
Timur, a brutal Turkic-Mongol cnnqﬁemr froIﬁ :

mvaded northwest India and launched a devast

on Delhi, then a thriving city. As he wrote in his 1




; athe Subcontinent was now
L under one ruler. Although
" this dominance was

“ ignificant, it proved to he
short-lived.  Muhammag
;?]'m Tughlaq had ambitious
" schemes, but they were
" often poorly executed. One
" such was moving his capital
" from Delhi to Daulatabad
then called ‘Devagiri’,
“near present-day Sambhaji
" Nagar); perhaps he thought
“its more central location
* would offer better control
‘of the empire. The people
“were forced to travel over
’1,000 km, and a few years
Mlater, as his plan misfired,
" he shifted the capital back
‘to Delhi; both transfers
Sresulted in great loss of
life according to some
‘sources. Another instance
fwas the introduction of
‘token currency’, where
Icheap copper coins were
‘declared to be tokens and have the value of silver or gold coins
- although this was a progressive idea (most of our currency
‘today is actually ‘token’), at the time this created confusion in
the trade and encouraged people to counterfeit copper coins, all
‘of which caused the economy to decline.

The sultans and their court elite lived in luxurious palaces,
enjoying elaborate clothing, jewelled ornaments and fine food.
This wealth was largely derived from plunder from their military
campaigns, taxes levied on common people and conquered

Tegions, and engagement in slave trade (as enslaved people

=

L

Fig. 2.7. A 19™-century painting depicting
Muhammad bin Tughlagq in his court
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and destroyed tei

seats of learning. Su
(the ,appuintrne__
sultans) were ofty g

} iljt, which
Alg-ud-din K!l.r ),
dh}is:'kauder.‘jam or ‘the
n Persian.

[ J inte
Fi 2.6. A coin rmr} (
ghears the inscription oX

' second Alexander1

ink Ala-ud-d
1.ooking at Fig. 2.6, why do yoithmk Ala e
himself ‘the cocond Alexander i

At the turn of the 14™h century, Ma‘“d'Tmn
military campaigns over large z-u:eias of no | .an c :
sacking and plundering many cities; at the same
repelled several invasions by Mongol forces, w_ho_.'u? :
2dd India to the vast Mongol Empire (it covered most
the time). |

His slave-general Malik Kafur expanded the Sultan
southward, conquering several kingdoms on the W
plundered wealth helped finance the Sultanate’s ¢
military apparatus. He also attacked a nurmnber of Hind

such. as Srirangam, Madurai, Chidambaram, and
Rameswaram., s

LET US EXPLORE g

What kind of resourcesdo
an army and wage war i

[ various types of exp
[ B :_ﬂ}r-suldiers to anim

you think were needed to:
N those days? Discuss in g1
enditure invglved] oA LB
als used in warfare, roag Cc-)-n--s.;. X

A few decades later,
_._fd__ De__lhi and ex



L RisE AND FALL OF THE DELHI SULTANATE

& We begin our journey here with the Delhi Sultanate, formed
& after the defeat in 1192 of King Prithviraj Chauhan, who ruled
over parts of northwestern India. This Sultanate saw the rule
L of five successive foreign dynasties of Turkic-Afghan origin —
B the Mamluks (or ‘Slave dynasty’), the Khiljis (or Khaljis), the
Tughlags, the Sayyids, and the Lodis (or Lodhis). While certain
& parts of northern India came under the control of the Delhi
. Sultanate, neighbouring kingdoms, such as the Eastern Gangas
b in the east and the Hoysalas in the south resisted its advance
(Fig. 2.3) and also emerged as thriving centres of art, culture,
Y and administration. The city of Delhi also assumed a bigger role

| in the political landscape of northern India.
8 The Sultanate period was marked by political instability

" combined with efforts at territorial expansion. This resulted in

* military campaigns that raided villages and cities, and plundered

Fig. 2.4. 1{‘!1@ Qutub Minar. Fig. 2.5. A section of the Quwwat-ul-Islam ("‘Might of Islam’) mosque
in Delhi’s Qutub Minar complex; its construction began in Qutub-ud-din Aibak’s time (early

. 13" century) and was completed by later sultans. An inscription states that materials from 27
" destroyed Hindu and Jain temples were used in the construction, some of which can be seen here.

Sultanate:

Aterritory
ruled by

a ‘Ssultan’
— a title
that some
Muslim
rulers
adopted.
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