
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-11OOO1

No.a37 / 6/ 1/INST/ECIIFUNCT / MCC / z aLg

To

Dated: 16th fanuary, ZO19

1,. The Chief Secretaries to
all the States and Union Territories.

Z. The Chief Electoral Officers of
all the States and Union Territories.

Subject:- General Elections to House of the People (Lok Sabh a),2019 and State Legislative
Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sit<t<im
Transfer/Posting of officers _ regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to state that the term of existing House of the people [Lok Sabha) and

State LegislativeAssemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim are upto
3'd fune, 2019,18th ]une, 201,9,1stJune, 2O1g,11th June, 201,9 andZTrhMay,Z0lg,respectively.

2' The Commission has been following a consistent policy that officers directly connected with
conduct of elections in an election going State/UT are not posted in their home districts or places

where they have served for considerably long period.

3 ' Hence, the Commission has decided that no officer connected directly with elections shall be

(ii) if she/he has completed three years in that district during last four (4) years or would
be completing 3 years on or before 3l.t May, Z0lg.

4. While implementing the above said instructions/transferring officers, the concerned
departments of the State Govt. should take care that they are not posted in their home districts.
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(i) if she/he is posted in her/his home district.

he/r
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5. If any small state/UT with a few number of districts, face any difficulty in compliance of the

above instruction, then it may refer the specific case with reasons to the Commissiol through CEO for
exemption and the Commission would issue directions, if considered necessary.

6. Applicabilitv-

6.1 These instructions shall cover not only officers appointed for specific election duties

like DEOs, Dy. DEOs, RO/AROs, EROs/AEROs, officers appointed as nodal officers of any specific

election works but also district officers like ADMs, SDMs, Dy. Collector/.Ioint Collector, Tehsildar,

Block Development Officers or any other officer of equal rank directly deployed for election works.

6.2 These instructions shall also be applicable to the police department officers such as

Range IGs, DIGs, Commandants of State Armed Police, SSPs, SPs, Addl. Sps, Sub-Divisional Head

of Police, SHOs" Inspectors, Sub-Inspector, RIs / Sergeant Majors or equivalent ranks, who are

responsible for security affangement or deployment of police forces in the district at election time.

7. Following clarifications/relaxations issued by the Commission, from time to time. are for

information/guidance of all the concerned:-.

(i) The police officials who are posted in functional departments like computerization,

special branch, training, etc. are not covered under these instructions.

(ii) The Police Sub-Inspectors and above should not be posted in their home district.

(iii) If a police sub-Inspector has completed or would be completing a tenure of 3 years out

of four years on or before the cutoff date in a police sub-division, then he should be

transferred out to a police sub-division which does not fall in the same AC. If that is not

possible due to small size of district, then he/she should be transferred out of the

district.

(iv) During an election a large number of employees are drafted for different types of
election duty and the Commission has no intention of massive dislocation of state

machinery by large scale transfers. Hence, the aforesaid transfer policy is normally not

doctors. engineers. teachers/principals etc. However, if there are specific complaints of
political bias or prejudice against any such govt. officer, which on enquiry, are found to

be substantiated, then CEO/ECI may order not only the transfer of such official but also

appropriate departmental action against the said officer.

The officers appointed as Sector OfficerlZonal Magistrate involved in election duties

are not covered under these instructions. However, the observers. CEO/DEOs and ROs

(v)
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should keep a close watch on their conduct to ensure that they are fair and non-parlisan
in the performance of their duties.

(vi) While calculating the period of three years, promotion to a post within the district is to
be counted.

(vii) These instructions do not apply to the officers posted in the State headquafiers of the
department concerned.

(viii) It is fuilher directed that the officers/officials against whom the Commission had
recommended disciplinary action in past and which is pending or which has resulted in
a penalty or the officers who have been charged for any lapse in any election or election
related work in the past, shall not be assigned any election related duty. However, an

officer who was transfer:red during any past election under the Commission,s order
without any recommendation of disciplinary actions will not be, .iust on this ground,
considered for transfer, unless specifically so directed by the Commission. A copy of
the Commission's instruction number 464IINST/2008-EPS dated 23'd December 200g
regarding tracking of names of tainted officers is enclosed. CEOs must ensure its
compliance.

(ix) The Commission further desires that no officer/official, against whom a criminal case is
pending in any court of law, be associated with/deployed on election related duty.

(x) Fufther, the Chief Electoral Officer of the State/UT shall invariably be consulted while
posting the persons in place of present incumbents who stand transferred as per the
above policy of the Commission. A copy of each of the transfer orders issued under
these directions shall be given to the Chief Electoral Officer without fail.

(xi) The transfer orders in respect of officers/officials, who are engaged in the electoral rolls
revision work, if any, during an election year shall be implemented only after final
publication of the electoral rolls, in consultation with the Chief Electoral Officer
concerned. In case of any need for transfer due to any extra ordinary reasons, prior
approval of the Commission shall be taken.

(xii) Any officer, who is due to retire within the coming six months will be exempted fiom
the purview of the Commission's directions mentioned in para-3. Fufther, officer
falling in the category (home/3+ criteria and due to retire within 6 months) if holding an

election related post mentioned in para 6.1 and 6.2, shall be relieved of that charge and

not be associated with any election related duty. It is however, reiterated that such

retiring officer need not be transfe,ed out of the district.



(xiii) It is further clarified that all the officials of the State (except those posted in the office

of the Chief Electoral Officer), who are on extension of service or re-employed in

different capacities, will not be associated with any election related work.

(xiv) All election related Officers will be required to give a declaration in the format given

below to the DEO concerned, who shall inform to CEO accordingly.

DECLARATION

(To be submitted within 2 days after the last date of nomination papers)

I.... .. . . ...Q.Jame) . . ....presently posted .from. ....(Date)
Do hereby make a solemn declaration, in connection with the current General/Bye election
to Lok Sabha/. .......(Legislative Assembly that...

(a) I am not a close relative of any of the contesting candidates in the current
electiorVleading political functionary of the state/district at the aforesaid
election.

(b) No criminal case is pending against me in any coutt of law.
Note- If answer of (a) or (b) above is'YES', then give full details in a separate sheet.

Dated (Name)
Designation

NOTE- Any false declaration made by any officer shall invite appropriate disciplinary actions.

8. The Commission's aforesaid instructions shall be brought to notice of the concerned

departments/offices or State Govt. for their strict compliance. The DEO or concerned district officers

shall ensure that officers/officials who are transferred should immediately handover their charge

without waiting for their substitute.

9. The Commission has further directed that transfers/postings of all officers covered under the above

instructions shall be done by 28tl' February,2079, and compliance reports u'ith details of action

obtained from the concerned depaftments/offices of State Government furnished to the Commission

by first week of March,2079.

10. Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.

(NARE DRA oLIA)N.B
SEC
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Yours faithfully,

PRIN PAL ARY
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No 464/l NS T /200U/[: P5i Date 23'd [)ecenrber 2008
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Siirblect

i:iel

the (,lrrcf [:lectoral Officers
t;f all lllrrtr:s/lJJs

'l'rackrrrg tho narnes of of(rcers fransferred by the r:tcler of the Electiorr

Oonrnrisston of lnclre chargecl with dereliction of duty etc

No 432/6/2006.[rt-N.lll datecl 6'^ Novermber,2006 & i:Cl message
No 100/1994..Pt-N I dated 28 3 1994 acjdressed to the CEOs of all Slates

& UTs

lirr/Mad a nr,

The Election Corrrmtssion of lndia vide the instruction referred to above had

direcled that a dotailed review shall be r.rnclertaken before every election in all districts

and all such officers shor.rld be posted oul of therr horne districts or districl where they

lrave cornpleted a tenure of 3 yeers out of 4 years, ancJ rlacl furttler directed titat

officers/officials agprnsl whom Commrssion has recommended discrplnary action or

who have boen chargecl for any lapee in electiort or election related work or who were

translerred under the orders ol the Commission in the matler nray not be assigned to

any election related dutY

liowever. rl was observerJ cluring recent elections tlral rn spite of effor1s made by

lhe CEOS a6d lhe DEOs to comply the above instructtort of tire Cornmission, therewere

strlt some irrstances of the offrcers who come under the above criteria and llable to be

transferred out o{ tire <Jrstricl lo a non election relate<j asstgnmetrt but managed to stay

back arrd the Conrrnrssion came to know aboul this only at a later stage lhrough

cornptainls beirrg rarsecl by various political parties and members of public These

lrcrdents. though few in nunrbers, send a v/rong sigrral at the field level and non

maintenance oi proper inforrlation aboul the officers liable to be transferred on the

above clteria lras been recognised as a reason for sorre stray incidents of non-

cornplrance ln orcJer to remove the possrbrlity of llre occurrencn of such incidents in

future. ttre Commissron ttas rssr-recl tlre following directrons to nrake the existing

rrrslruction rtore eHet.tive

I I'he gt C) of the Stale shnll rnaintarn a reqister in whrch the informatir:n ab0ut

tAS/tPSj offrcers DIOs, FtOs antl FtlOs transferred by the order o{ the
pectron gornmission -lnd agarnst whonr Cornmtssion has recommended

t"irsgptrrrerry action or who lrave been char.qcd for any lapse in election or

eleclrotr rt.jl:ltt--'cl wrlrk :;lra{l be rnaintaineri

ll Srrrrrl;rrty tlrr: {)l: 0 wrll rnaii-rtarn a reqtstt}r cor-rlaittinq information about other

Jurl()r rll{tct''r s ;rrrrl ol her staff

lll WrIirri r'rl;ry:l <tl lhi: i)n,noUnCerrrelrtt of elecliorrs by the tilectron Contrnir;Stotl

rrl llltji;r tlrr': (.1O of tlrc S-llate will serrci it cornpltartce letter to the Zonal

Ser;rt:lrrry 1r tlrt: C(jrrrrprssrorr confrrntrttg lhat all tlre officers cOming under the

,11)ovi, (:11()rir lt;tvrl beetr trarrSlerred Sirnilarly he shall obtain a similar

@



Sr,,

G} \-.

VI

complinnce ceflificato fronr ail the DHOs conlirrtring lhat all the officers/stat'l

,,o,,,irlg urrrJer the above criteria have beert lransferrecj to non election relaterl

aasignrlent and otrt of (he district

With reference lo lransfer of offiCers corninc; under'3 years out of 4 years

criteria' antJ lhe home cJrslrrct criterra. DEOs sharll ensltre compliance in

resprlcf of ROs EROs, ARCs and AEtlOs and otlrer election related officials

and send a tetter to CEO within the lirne, if any, stipulated for this purpose by

lhe [ileclrorr Cornrnrssron ol lnclia or CL:O ancl rf not, wrthin 7 days of issue ol

press pot6 announcing the elections. Sirnilarly informatrorl relaled to DEOs

SSP arrcJ SPs and other senior polrce officrals oorrnected with the election

wr:rk shall br" nraintained by the CEO and compliance by tlre State Govt shall

be en6ured at his level Compliance reqardrng the lransfer of these officers

stran bo colloctod from the DEOs and the CfO of the State shall serrd a

consolicJated lelter of complrance to the Zonal Secretary wittrrn 7 days of the

Bnnou ncement of election

l'o facilrtate lhe submissron of thrs compliance letter within 7 days of the

announcetT'renl of election, the CEO and DEO shall collect the informatron

and en$ure maintenance of register as 5lated above well in advance so that

no time ts lost

There are rnany departments in the State Government thal are involved in

transferring offlcials and thereby accountable for the compliance of the above

instructions of the Commissron. T'he Commission's instruclton regarding

transfer of the officials during election'shall be brouglrt tr: the notice of the

Secretaries of the clepartnrents concerned wrth a copy 1o the Chief Secretarv

ihe Chief Secretary nray be requested by the CEO to ensure that all lhe

cleparlmenls concerned compfy with the Commission's inslruction well in

Irme

Wrth regard to bye-elections while the officers coming under the category

deall within para marke<j as (l) shall be transferred out of the district wtthin

three days of announcement of bye-election and oerlainly before the first days

of receipt of nornination whichever is eariier.

The above instruction be followed wilhout any deviation

Yolrrs faitltfully,

vlt

vilr
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PRINCIPAI- SECI1ETARY


